Introduction
In the Mediterranean region, dry summers are quite common (Marshall, 1958; Swanson, 1962; Granier, 1985) (Gay, 1971 Fig. 1 . The fitted line has an R 2 regression coefficient of 0.88.
Results and Discussion
The seasonal behavior of hpv and energy balance measurements together with the plant water status (predawn water potential) are presented in Fig. 2 (Fig. 3) .
Transpiration rates of deciduous forests reported in the literature are somewhat higher than our data (Rauner, 1976) (Lassoie et al., 1977) , which were in the order of 0.2-1 m-h-1 , but they are similar to the ones found in other ring-porous species (Miller et al., 1980) .
A detailed analysis of hpv data taken every 10 min (Fig. 4) This particular behavior, not evident in conifer trees, has also been shown by Miller et al. (1980) , who observed fluctuations in sap velocities in Q. alba L. and Q. velutina Lam. of the same magnitude as those we have found in Q. cerris L.
